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Research Summary

Innovating Compositions for the Longa Form In Some Uncommon

Magamat.
This study explores instrumental compositions in Arabic music, which are typically

divided into vocal and instrumental works. Among the most prominent instrumental
forms are the Sama‘i, Tahmilah, and Longa—the latter being one of the most frequently
used. The Longa originally appeared in Turkish music and later became a dominant form
in various branches of Arabic music.

In recent years, the Longa has gained increased attention in academic institutions and
conservatories, where it is commonly taught and composed using well-known primary
maqamat (Arabic musical scales). However, there are also secondary or less commonly
used maqamat that possess rich structural qualities and distinctive melodic paths that are
both aesthetically pleasing and musically expressive. Despite their potential, these
maqgamat are rarely explored in Longa compositions.

Recognizing this gap, the researcher saw a need to compose new Longa pieces using these
lesser-known maqgamat as a way to enrich Arabic music and contribute to the revival and
reconstruction of its musical identity.

This study consists of two main parts:

Part One:

Includes the introduction, research problem, objectives, significance of the study,
methodology, and key terms.

Part Two:

Covers the practical framework, featuring three original Longa compositions written by
the researcher using the selected maqamat, followed by the study’s findings,
recommendations, references, and summary.
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