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Research Summary
""A Comparative Study of the Playing Positions of the Oud in the Old
and Modern Schools"

This research includes an introduction, which summarizes the oud as a pear-
shaped stringed musical instrument with a deep box. It contains a fingerboard but no frets.
This instrument appeared in medieval and modern Islamic music. It produces sounds by
plucking the strings of the instrument, which are fixed and taut in the reed. Tuning keys
appear on both sides of the keybox. The traditional and common oud consists of four pairs
of strings, but there are varieties with five or six pairs. Playing positions are divided into
two types: (fixed position and moving position). The fixed position is when the player
performs a musical phrase in a specific fixed position without moving the left hand. The
moving position, on the other hand, is when the player performs a specific musical phrase
in more than one position, forcing the player to move the left hand during the
performance. The importance of the different uses of positions stems from the different
reasons for their use, such as the melody of the phrase exceeding the vocal range of the
instrument in the first position, maintaining the melodic context of the phrase, performing
certain ornaments, maintaining a certain color of the sound, or avoiding some problems
specific to the right hand (using the pick to transition from string to string, whether up or
down). From here, the research problem was defined. The researcher noticed, through his
teaching of the oud curricula to various groups in the Music Education Department, that
after the assigned pieces, students must use different playing positions on the oud, which
makes it difficult for the student to comprehend and perform the required performance.
This prompted the researcher to conduct a comparative study between playing positions
in the old and modern playing schools to determine the easiest way to play using these
positions. From this problem, the research objectives were determined to identify the
different playing positions in the old and modern schools of the oud. With a comparison
between the playing positions in the old and modern schools of the oud. And an attempt
to overcome the playing difficulties of the musical pieces prescribed in the curricula of
students of the Department of Music Education for the oud. Hence, the research was
defined within a temporal boundary: the academic year 2024/2025 AD. And spatial
boundary: the Department of Music Education, Faculty of Specific Education, Aswan
University. And objective boundary: the playing positions of the old and modern schools
on the oud. Therefore, research procedures were established, represented in the research
methodology: where the descriptive (content analysis) comparative method was used.
The research sample was: a selected and intentional sample of parts of Arabic pieces
prescribed for the second, third and fourth grades that use different playing positions.
Then, the research tools were introduced. The researcher used an expert opinion poll form
in the comparative study. The expert opinion poll form examined samples of musical
scores assigned to students in the second, third, and fourth year of the Music Education
Department, Faculty of Specific Education, Aswan University. This was followed by the
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search terms used, followed by a review of previous studies related to the research topic.

This research was divided into two parts: Part One: The Theoretical Framework: This
included: An overview of the oud, an overview of the methods of playing the oud in the
old school, methods of playing the oud in the old school, the plectrum in the old school:
the method of tuning the oud in the old school, specifications of the oud strings in the old
school: the playing style of the old school, pioneers of the old school, an overview of the
methods of playing the oud in the modern school, playing methods in the modern school,
oud strings in the modern school, the method of tuning the oud strings in the modern
school, the oud plectrum in the modern school, pioneers of the modern oud school, and
an overview of the finger positions on the oud. Part Two: The Comparative Study: It
included: The different playing positions in the old school, the playing positions on the
oud in the Abdel Moneim Arafa school, a commentary on the Abdel Moneim Arafa
school (the old school) in playing positions on the oud neck, the playing positions on the
oud in the Gomaa Mohamed Ali school, a commentary on the Gomaa Mohamed Ali
school (the old school) in playing positions on the oud neck, the different playing
positions in the modern school: a commentary on the Mudather Abu al-Wafa school (the
modern school) in playing positions on the oud neck, the playing positions on the oud in
the Atef Abdel Hamid school (the modern school), a comparative study of the playing
positions in the old and modern schools on the oud, and then overcoming the playing
difficulties of the musical pieces prescribed in the curricula of the Music Education
Department students for the oud. Then the research concluded with the results that the
researcher reached to answer the research questions and achieve the objectives, then the
recommendations, suggestions and references used in the research, both Arabic and
foreign, then the research appendices, which are the expert opinion poll forms in the
selected sample and how to overcome the different situations of playing the oud between
the old and modern schools, then the research summaries in Arabic and English.
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