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Research Summary
"Developing Instrumental Exercises to Overcome the Difficulties Facing
Students When Playing '"Shad Araban" by Jamil Bey El Tanbouri"
Dr. Ahmed Abu Al-Majd *
This research includes an introduction, which summarizes the fact that the oud has

masters who have excelled in playing it and have spared no effort in adding to it, in
terms of playing style, increasing the number of strings, changing the length of the neck,
and making further adjustments. This study focuses on the various uses of the left hand
on the oud's neck, as well as the various notations and various efforts and proposals that
have been made. From this perspective, the instrument's instrumental positions and its
various capabilities have received special attention from leading oud masters, who have
devoted themselves to studying them and deriving possible outcomes from them. Each
of them has distinguished themselves in their own way in addressing the various uses of
the positions, which may or may not agree with each other. They also avoid some
problems specific to the right hand (using the pick to transition from string to string,
whether up or down). Hence, the research problem was identified as the researcher
noticed during his teaching of the oud curriculum, especially the curriculum of the third
year students of the Department of Music Education at the Faculty of Specific
Education, that these students did not choose to play Samai Shad Araban Jamil Bey El
Tanbouri due to the playing difficulties when performing it, especially the third and
fourth bars, which prompted the researcher to devise different playing exercises with
fixed finger numbers and pick that could work to overcome the performance of that bar
easily and smoothly. From this problem, the objectives of the research were identified in
playing with fixed fingers and pick on the oud in different positions, while overcoming
the playing difficulties when performing phrases with different positions for the third
and fourth bars of Samai Shad Araban Jamil Bey El Tanbouri. Through these
objectives, the importance of the research became clear in shedding light on the playing
difficulties that students face when playing their curricula on the oud and trying to
overcome those difficulties by creating exercises and setting fixed playing rules with
fixed fingers and pick. To achieve the objectives and clarify the importance, the
research questions were formulated: What is the possibility of playing with fixed fingers
and a pick in different positions on the oud? And what is the possibility of overcoming
playing difficulties when performing phrases with different positions for the third and
fourth bars of Sama'i Shad Araban by Gamil Bey El Tanbouri? Hence, the research was
defined within temporal boundaries: the third year of the academic year 2024/2025 AD.
Spatial boundaries: the Department of Music Education, Faculty of Specific Education,
Port Said University. Objective boundaries: innovative exercises to attempt to overcome
playing phrases with different positions for the third and fourth bars of Sama'i Shad
Araban by Gamil Bey El Tanbouri. To this end, research procedures were established,

*) Arabic Music Teacher, Faculty of Specific Education, Port Said University.
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represented in the research methodology: where the descriptive methodology was used

(content analysis). The research sample was: a selected and intentional sample of
Sama'i Shad Araban by Gamil Bey El Tanbouri. Then the research tools: the researcher
used an expert opinion survey form in the research sample and its analysis items. And
an expert opinion survey form on the innovative exercises from the research sample.
Audio recordings and a musical score of Samai Shad Araban Jamil Bey Al Tanbouri.
This was followed by the search terms used to explain the performance of the hands, the
types of plectrum used, and the numbering of the fingers of the left hand. This was
followed by a review of previous studies related to the research topic.
This research was divided into two parts: Part One: The Theoretical Framework: It
included: (An overview of instrumental musical forms, the Samai form, an overview of
Jamil Bey Al Tanbouri and a presentation of his instrumental works, methods of playing
the oud in the old school, and an overview of finger positions on the oud). Part Two:
The Analytical Framework: This section covers the musical corpus of Sam'i Shad
Araban (Jamil Bey EI Tanbouri), a general analysis of Sam't Shad Araban, the
instrumental difficulties encountered within Sam'i Shad Araban, and the development of
instrumental exercises to overcome these difficulties. The research concludes with the
researcher's findings to answer the research questions and achieve the objectives,
followed by recommendations, suggestions, and references used in the research, both
Arabic and foreign. The research appendices include expert opinion survey forms for
the selected sample and innovative exercises to overcome the difficulties encountered in
performing Sam'i Shad Araban by Jamil Bey El Tanbouri. The research is then
summarised in Arabic and English.
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