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Research summary:
The technical ingenuity in Maged Sorour's performance on the Qanun
in the ""Joy Dance"" score from the film *"The Dancer and the
Politician™

Although instrumental Arabic music comprises diverse forms such as (Bashraf, Samai,
Longa, and Polka), most composers traditionally perceive these forms as subordinate to
vocal music. They are crafted to create an optimal ambiance for vocal performance and
to facilitate the selection of appropriate musical modes. In contrast, the composition in
question was specifically designed to spotlight the instrumentalist’s virtuosity,
showcasing their skill regardless of the instrument being featured. Notably, certain
cinematic musical works have accentuated the Qanun, highlighting its technical
capabilities through the artistry of highly adept musicians. Among such compositions, the
"Joy Dance" score from the film "The Dancer and the Politician™ is distinguished for
granting the Qanun a central role, thus allowing the performer to exhibit technical
brilliance and creative prowess. Consequently, the researcher has identified the necessity
to elucidate this role through an analytical study aimed at discerning the technical and
creative elements in Maged Sorour's performance on the Qanun.

This research is divided into two parts:

The first part (Theoretical Framework) includes:

- An overview of the Qanun.
- An overview of film music.

- The biography of Maged Sorour.
The second part (The Applied Framework) includes:

- An analytical study of the Magam and solo performance of the Qanun in the
"Joy Dance" score from the film "The Dancer and the Politician™.

The research concluded with the results that answered the research questions, then
recommendations, a list of references and a summary of the research in Arabic and
English.
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