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Summary
Saint-Saéns's Utilization of Musical Parody in Depicting Characters of
Le Carnaval des animaux

Musical Parody, considered one of musical composition techniques that has been in use
since the 18™ century until the present day. It is a form of musical composition that aims
to create a musical composition with a humorous or satirical intention, by re-using music
theme or musical phrases - often well-known - or taking distinctive features of another
composer, and presenting them in a humorous framework. This is often done by adapting
famous or well-known melodic ideas and using them within themes that do not fit their
original nature and character, in a ridiculous way. This style of composition is a source
of humor in music, and highlights the humorous side and sense of humor of the composer.
Camille Saint-Saéns (1835- 1921), considered one of the leaders of the French musical
renaissance of the 1870s. His was one of the longest careers in musical history, stretching
from the traditions of Beethoven to the innovations of the twentieth century. Among his
most notable achievements are: the opera “Samson et Delila” (1877), the “Organ
Symphony” (1886), and the suite “Le Carnaval des animaux “(1922).

“Le Carnaval des animaux “, is a humorous musical suite. Saint-Saéns had composed in
February 1886, but he prohibited public performance of the work during his lifetime,
feeling that its frivolity would damage his standing as a serious composer. The suite was
published in 1922, the year after his death. A public performance in the same year was
greeted with enthusiasm, and it has remained one of Saint-Saéns's best-known works.
Although musical parody is one of the musical composition techniques that have been
popular since 18™ century, it has been used in most compositions with the aim of mocking
or making fun of another musical work or a certain composer's style. But the idea of using
parody to imitate the sounds of nature and embody different animals is one of the unique
and unconventional ideas that Saint-Saéns's "Carnival of the Animals” was unique to.
This has given it a great status and wide popularity, making it one of the most important
musical compositions that dealt with parody in a different style with a special and unique
character that deserves study.
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