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Research Summary
An analytical study of one of the Coptic melodies between his audio

recording and Newlandsmith recording of it
Coptic melodies are purely vocal melodies that do not use musical instruments whilst in
performance. They have been passed down generation by generation through oral
tradition. These hymns are incredibly rich in different aspects in terms of their musical
scales, modes, vocal layers and tempos. Music is an integral part of the Coptic church’s
various worship rituals. That was one of the reasons why in 1928 AD, Ragheb Muftah,
with the help of the English scholar Newland Smith, the musical notation of a large
collection of the Coptic hymns, was collected into sixteen volumes during the period 1928
-1936 AD. This co-occurred with the audio recordings made for a large collection of
Coptic hymns by the cantor Mikhail Al-Batanuni, which were used as the source for
Smith’s notation recordings. The researcher noticed that Newland Smith’s musical
notations did not use Coptic hymns, which necessitated him to verify the accuracy of
these recordings for scientific benefits. One of the hymns has been chosen, and the
researcher wrote down the musical notation from the same source by the cantor Mikhail
Al-Batanuni, but he did not see enough correlation between the hymn recorded by
Newland Smith and the same audible hymn, as Newland Smith did not taste the Coptic
music details and the microtonal distance which characterizes Eastern music in general.
Instead, the Coptic hymn was malformed into a Western-music melody that could be
performed vocally, or played on the piano or any other Western instrument that does not
have microtones by a non-Eastern musician. The research consists of the following:
Introduction: research dilemma - research objectives - research questions - research tools
- research sample - research glossary - previous studies related to the research topic.Then
the theoretical discussion, which includes:
A brief about: Ernest Newland, Ragheb Moftah, Cantor Mikhael El-batanony, the hymn
“He who has ears to hear” or “Fi eteh oh on mashg emof.”
Then the applicable discussion which includes:
The original musical notation for the hymn written by Newland in addition to a re edited
version. Then a newly written musical notation for the same hymn by the researcher from
the same audible source. Then a musical analysis for each with a tabular comparison for
their main components. Then I concluded the research with a summary in Arabic and
English.
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