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Research Summary
" The Violin Works of Karol Szymanowski **

Karol Szymanowski is one of the most important Polish composers of the first half of the
twentieth century and is considered by critics to be one of the most important figures in
the history of Polish music after Chopin.

Szymanowski managed to weave for himself a special style in which he combined
elements of Polish folklore with elements of the harmony of French Impressionism
(which overshadowed his early romanticism) influenced by Debussy's Harmonia, and was
able to sublimate his craftsmanship and imagination with simplified folkloric elements to
valuable artistic horizons. Adding to the richness of his style was his passion for the
Orient and its mythology.

Szymanowski composed many of his violin compositions, amounting to almost a third of
his compositions, and are of artistic value, as he introduced innovative elements to the
technique of playing them, which are important additions after Paganini, which are
widespread.

Although the violin courses for the postgraduate stage at the Faculty of Music Education
- Helwan University contain several schools and many pioneers of the instrument, there
are some pioneers to whom researchers have not extended the hand of research or study,
and among these pioneers is Karol Szymanowski, whose compositions are characterized
by many aesthetic values and expressive and technical elements, which require the student
to mature artistically to achieve the required technical and expressive skills. Therefore,
the researcher chose one of his most important works, the piece "The Fountain of
Arethusa”, which is considered one of his most popular and famous works that is
performed frequently until today.

The research divided into:

First part: The theoretical frame; it includes the life, style, and most important works
of Szymanowski.

Second part: The applied frame; it includes an analysis of the performance style of the
violin in the piece "The Fountain of Arethusa" by Szymanowski in addition to the
development of guidelines to overcome the difficulties of the performance style, and
concludes the research with results, recommendations, a list of references and a summary

of the research.
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