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Research Summary
Suggested exercises to develop the oud student’s abilities to perform
the fingerprint skill

The Arabic oud carries a rich cultural heritage and musical importance in the
Arab world. With origins dating back centuries, the oud has played a central role in
traditional Middle Eastern music, influencing diverse musical genres around the world.
Its unique timbre and intricate design make it a captivating instrument, weaving stories
of history and emotion through its resonant strings.

Oud decorations are complex techniques used by oud players to add depth,
expression and precision to their music. These decorative elements incorporate subtle
variations in pitch, rhythm, and articulation, allowing musicians to convey complex
emotions and melodies. Oud decorations contribute to enhancing the distinctive sound
of the instrument, making it a versatile and expressive instrument in the hands of skilled
players. These delicate decorations are a testament to the artistic and cultural importance
inherent in the tradition of oud playing.

The skill of fingerprinting the oud is one of the unique skills, as it is a distinctive
characteristic that distinguishes one oud player from others. This skill includes the
individual differences in technique, ornamentation and interpretation that a musician
brings to his or her performance, creating a personal and distinct musical identity. The
skill of imprinting a finger on the oud demonstrates the artist’s creativity and mastery,
and turns each piece of music into a personal expression of his artistic prowess.

Theoretical framework
An overview of the history of the oud instrument, its development, schools and
techniques.

Applied framework
A set of gradual exercises that help the oud player acquire the skill of playing
with his fingerprint.

The research concluded with results, recommendations, research references, and
a research summary.
Research summary
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