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University Press, 1907, P. 223
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! Apel, Willi: Harvard Dictionary of Music, Second Edition, Harvard University
Press, Cambridge, 1979- P.300

2 Scholes, Percy: The Oxford Companion to Music, Oxford University Press, Oxford,
England, 1970, P. 110.

® Chew, Geoffrey: ’Legato’” Grove Dictionary of Music, Oxford University Press,
Oxford, UK, 2001, P. 256.
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! Craig, Rocxman Robert: Etudes Written by Scriabin, D.M.A, United states,
University of Cincinnati, 237 PP, 1987

2 Apel, Willi: 1979, Op. cit. P.300

* Arnold, Denis: The New Oxford Companion to Music Vol.1 Oxford University
Press, New York,1983 P.647
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® Williamson, Rosemary: William Sterndale Bennett: A Descriptive Thematic
Catalogue. Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1996, P 179.

* A. Scholes, Percy: The Oxford Companion to Music, Ninth Edition, Oxford
University Press, New York, 1955, P.337.
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* Ching, James, On the Playing of Bach’s Clavier Music, The Musical Times, Vol. 91,
No. 1290, Aug 1950, P. 299 (Accessed March 2020)
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! Latham, Alison: The Oxford Companion to Music,Oxford University Press, New
York, 2002,P.647.

2 Machlis, Joseph: The Enjoyment of Music, Oxford University Press, New
York,2002, P. 167.

® Kennedy, Michael: The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Music, New York, Third
Editon London Oxford University Press, 1985, P.166.
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Research Summary
The Importance of Piano Studies in Playing Technique through
the Usage of William Sterndale Bennett Piano Studies for Students at
the College of Basic Education in Kuwait

Introduction

Piano Studies are one of the most important educational works which develop
the technical level of piano students. They are considered as an essential reference for
each piano learner as well as being an important method for piano teachers, due to its
direct impact on piano performance development and its goal in overcome the technical
difficulties. Many composers have worked hard throughout the ages to compose various
numbers of studies for piano technical difficulties, and many of them were keen to
present these works through an interesting melody which serves the expressive side in
addition to the technical goal, which brings pleasure to the student during practicing.

In the Nineteenth Century, the English composer William Sterndale Bennett
(1816- 1875) composed a set of Studies for the piano. The set was published under the
title of Six Studies, which includes six pieces to develop and raise the technical level of
advanced students. The pieces also intended to present a melodious enjoyable music so
students can present their sense and internal expressions, which gives the work a deeper
value than being only a boring technical exercise.

The research includes the introduction, research problem, research objectives,
the importance of the research, research questions, research limits, research
methodology, and research sample. Then the theoretical side which includes the
previous studies related to the topic of the research, definition of Studies (Etudes), the
beginning of Studies and their development during the three musical eras, the benefit of
the Studies and their fundamental link to the importance of technique, a historical
summary of William Sterndale Bennett’s life and his works, Then the practical side
which explains the technical and playing difficulties for the First Study in details, and
clarifies the technical issues found in the rest of the Studies in general. The research is
concluded with the results, recommendations and a list of Arabic and foreign references.
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